Intraoperative neurophysiologic monitoring: indications and techniques for common procedures in otolaryngology-head and neck surgery.
Intraoperative cranial nerve monitoring can be an effective adjunct in otolaryngology-head and neck surgery. Monitoring is not considered standard of care, despite indications of cost effectiveness and improved functional outcomes. Lessons learned performing facial nerve monitoring are applicable to upper and lower cranial motor nerves. Auditory nerve monitoring can be modified accord-ing to need for selected otologic and neurotologic surgery. Process standardization and effective communication can lead to improved patient outcomes.